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population to maintain itself by excess of
births over deaths.
In most countries over one-half the peopla
of marriageable age marry. The highest mar-
riage rates have been in Saxony, Russia,
Hungary and Yugoslavia. Definite statistics
for the United States and Canada are not ob-
tainable.
POP'ULIST PABTY, or PEOPLE'S
PARTY. See political parties isr the
united states.
PORCELAIN, pawr'se lam, or pawrs'lain,
a fine earthenware which differs from ordi-
nary pottery in being whiter and harder and
in having a translucent quality. It was first
made in China about the third century b. C.
and is therefore called cliina, or chinaware.
The first successful attempt in manufacturing
it in Europe was made in the fifteenth cen-
tury, in Italy. About one hundred years later
the manufacture of porcelain was begun in
Germany, under the direction of Johann
Bottger, whose product—known as Dresden
ware—from the place of manufacture, was to
gain world-wide popularity. This ware, like
the Chinese porcelain, is called hard porce-
lain, and is made of kaolin and feldspar (see
dresden china). Much of the porcelain of
commerce is made with gypsum, bone ash and
other material, and is called soft porcelain.
It is not so choice as the hard, but it includes
many famous varieties—Chantilly, Sevres
and Limoges in France, and Derby, Chelsea
and Worcester in England. Porcelain is the
ideal material for ordinary table service, and
the porcelain industry is among the largest
in the world. Although, fine porcelain is very
costly, cheaper grades, artistic in design and
decoration, are within the reach of the mod-
erate purse.
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PORCUPINE
a covering of sharp spines, or quills, inter-
mixed with coarse, stiff hair.   It is from two
PORCUPINE, pawi/ku pine, a large forest
rodent, whose distinguishing characteristic is
 to three feet long, and the tail adds six inches.
The quills, the size of goose quills, are often
more than a foot long and are sharp-pointed.
These quills point backward, but when the
animal is excited or angry, the bristles are
erected and used for defense; rarely are they
raised in offensive attack. When the animal
rolls itself up into a ball, with quills point-
ing in every direction, it is almost invulner-
able to attacks of its forest enemies.
Porcupines are divided into two chief
groups, the Old World porcupines, which live
on the ground and burrow in it; and JSTew
World porcupines, which are tree-inhabiting.
Of the former group the best known, the com-
mon porcupine, is a solitary animal that
prowls at night, lives on a vegetable diet and
in winter crawls into its burrow and becomes
torpid. The North American porcupine is
yellowish-white, with some black hairs. The
Canadian animals divide their time between
evergreen trees and rocky shelters on the
ground. The flesh of the young is good to eat
POECUPINE, ont., 450 miles north of
Toronto, is the center of a great mining
camp. timmins is the most important town
in the district. Here is located the celebrated
Hollinger gold mine, which produced $10,-
000,000 in 1931. The town has all modern
conveniences, a high school and a technical
school, and churches. Population of Tim-
mins, 1931, 14,200.
POR'GY, or POR'GEE, a fine food fish,
common in the Mediterranean Sea and in the
Pacific and Atlantic oceans. Of the several
American species the most common is the
scup of the Atlantic coast. The red porgy
of the Gulf of Mexico, about two- feet long,
is in great demand for the market.
POEK, the flesh of the hog. In the United
States pork is more generally used than any
other meat. Large quantities are also shipped
to European countries. The variety of prod-
ucts is greater than from any other kind
of meat. Pork contains more fat than beef
or mutton, is not so easily digested and needs
to be thoroughly cooked. About 50,000,000
hogs are slaughtered in the United States
each year.
Related Articles. Consult the following1
titles for additional information:
Bacon
Ham
Lard
Meat
Meat Packing
Sausage
PO'ROSITY, the property of possessing
pores, characteristic of all matter. Some
substances, such as sponge and bread, have

